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Almost Indiscernible Portraits of Nature
for Baritone, Flute, Percussion, and Strings

Drew Sperry
Texts from Harmonium (1923) by Wallace Stevens

Written for the talent of Nathan Matthews

Instrumentation @
Flute O

Percussion c)
e 3 Timpani— 327,297 and 26”
o With both medium-hard and soft

e Tambourine

e Vibraphone ®\

e Triangle — smallest size avail
e Tibetan Singing Bowl —a .15” in diameter

o With leather-w e ooden mallet

Baritone
e Vocal Range; @

Violin

Viola

Movements
1. No Longer Wild 1
2. Quirks of Imagery 11

3. Of the Surface of Things 21

Duration ca. 14 minutes



Stage Plot

Percussion

‘qa.

Auditorium

Notation Guide @

Flute O

Indicates to blow air across the mouthpiece to produce a breath; windtlike timbre on the pitch indicated by the x-
shaped notehead.

Percussion

__+
=S = x ——
On the drum tuned On tithed to the X-shaped noteheads “+” symbols
to the specified pitch, i itch, lichtly drag indicate that no distinct indicate to
place a tambourine ft' mallets around the pitch will be produced. dampen
and strike regulatly. rumhead in a circular immediately.

With a Tibetan Bowl on the drumhead, the percussionist will strike the bowl and then perform a
glissando with the pedal of the timpano. The timpano itself will not be struck in these instances. The
tfollowing “contour graphs” specify whether to use a slower or faster glissando after the Tibetan
Bowl has been struck.
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Less space between the More space between the
arches = faster gliss. arches = slower gliss.



Texts

1. No Longer Wild

Anecdote of the Jar (1919)
I placed a jar in Tennessee,
And round it was, upon a hill.

It made the slovenly wilderness
Surround that hill.

The wilderness rose up to it,
And sprawled around, no longer wild.

The jar was round upon the ground

And tall and of a port in air. &

It took dominion everywhere.
The jar was gray and bare. O
It did not give of bird or bush, %

Like nothing else in Tennessee

2. Quirks of Imagery

Frogs Eat Butterflies. Snak atifoos. Hogs Eat Snakes. Men Eat Hogs. (1922

It is true that the rivers ing like swine,
Tugging at banks, wfffi emed
Bland belly-soun omnolent troughs,

That the air was heavy with the breath of these swine,
The breath of turgid summer, and
Heavy with thunder’s rattapallax,

That the man who erected this cabin, planted
This field, and tended it awhile,
Knew not the quirks of imagery,

That the hours of his indolent, arid days,
Grotesque with this nosing in banks,
This somnolence and rattapallax,



Seemed to suckle themselves on his arid being,
As the swine-like rivers suckled themselves
While they went seaward to the sea-mouths.

3. Of the Surface of Things

Of the Surface of Things (1923)

L.

In my room, the world is beyond my understanding;

But when I walk I see that it consists of three or four hills a@d.
IL. O

From my balcony, I survey the yellow air,

Reading where I have written, %C)

“The spring is like a belle undressing”

I11. \
The gold tree is blue. @
The singer has pulled his cloak ove@ d
The moon is in the folds of t 0
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Almost Indiscernible Portraits of Nature

Text by Wallace Stevens
1. No Longer Wild Drew Sperry
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2. Quirks of Imagery
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*: Hold until the Vibraphone's pitches decay approximately to a p dynamic.
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FL

Tib. Bwl.

Bar.

Vin.

Vla.

FL.

Tib. Bwl.

Bar.

Vin.

Vla.
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0 ° | | el
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\QJ)/ 0y Ty i i 10y 1 ]
P JR—
LA Tibetan Bowl
)" A ) =7 I3 | ]
y 4T § B 7 - = I - |
o IO 24 ro) IR I |
SO o) 1091 1 ]
Ne) [ . [
f Plaﬁed in palm of hand f
with leather-wrapped mallet.
p p
0] - ———
A8 1§ ! X ; B :
sea - mouths.____ to the sea mouths.
/ — / — pizz.
vy & L P & .
) A | ~—1 i r|
y 4T O 1 I I Lo < fr—
D8 & . : o) v
e P’ —o—
mf——— | p mf’
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]
- ~ T e T T m
Lo - —1 vi' .F il < gf %F
N 4 ' ' —
mf— p mf’
) - e - e
) — T 17 T | 1) ]
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— m_p n
(slower gliss.)
imp. e
[’ 0 =
) 4 T — T ]
y 4T - I T I - |
{7y & — I |
ANV i - 1 ]
X3} [ [
ﬁ Played on 32" timpani head with
hard wooden mallet.
o): T T T ]
7" = f = f = f = {
1 1 1 ]
s ()
) 4 T " T N
y 4T f — I < - yd t T I K T
1 i - 7 rS - — ' Y I
ve e *
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**: Using the provided contour graph, raise and lower the timpani's tuning pedal to create a continuous glissando.
More space between the arches of the graph indicate that a slower glissando should be used, and vice-versa.
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3. Of the of Things
Slowly, solemnly. J=50
0 . . . |
y s - I - ) 3 - T e
Flute Hey% I 7 1% I — | — & UX_17,
;y 2 3 I 3 1z I I ~— 1t
Blow air across the
P mouthpiece to produce
a breathy, wind-like timbre
on the given pitches.
O — .
. - D) - T "  —  — %
Percussion % FE——1 —r A
I 3 I = = | £ 3
~—— — —
1’ In a circular motion, lightl
drag soft mallets around the
tim};lani head tuned to the given
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——n
p 3 —
: Fe———ftp— ) —=— &
Baritone I =/ | I I | r. - A
T 2 3 I I I I I ] I 2 3
In my room the world is be - yond my un-der-stand-ing
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