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Performance Notes 
• Pedal markings indicate when the sustain pedal must be used. 

Otherwise, the performer is free to use the pedal as they please. 
• Dynamics in the piano part are occasionally placed above the staff for 

readability. All dynamics notated this way apply to both hands and 
should be treated as if they were notated between the two staves. 

• When transitioning between meters with different denominators (4/4 
and 6/8 or 4/4 and 3/2, for example), the smallest common 
denominator will always remain consistent. 
o ♪ = ♪ 	when transitioning between meters such as 4/4 and 6/8. 

o ♩  = ♩     when transitioning between meters such as 4/4 and 3/2. 

 
 
Vocal Range (Mezzo-Soprano) 
A3 - E♭5 
 
 
 

Duration: ca. 5 minutes 
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Text 
 
“Before Sunrise” (1920) by William Saphier (1886-1942) 
 
Before it was day 
I climbed to meet the sun 
half way 
on the side of a mountain. 
A high cool pond 
poured down over the rocks 
to a slow dreamy valley 
singing of new born clouds. 
Facing the warm reflections 
on the quiet sky 
I bowed and kissed the dew 
on the young grass. 
But soon I felt guilty. 
What had I done? 
What is the dew 
on young grass? 
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

- - -slow a dream y val ley sing ing of new

poco	rit.

born







 
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 



   

  
          

 







     

  















 

  






     






 
     











 








sub.	



















- - - -clouds.

a	tempo (	=	76)

Fac

poco	rit.

ing the warm re 4ec tions on the qui et

 











40

   



 

     
  

 




 




   


 


 














 













   
















 



 


      






   




















sky

a	tempo (	=	76)

I bowed

accel.

and kissed the dew I bowed and kissed the







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 





  

    


  

 


 









 



 













 










 





  


  

















  





 





	sub.












sub.	



















dew I bowed

(	=	100)

and kissed the dew I bowed

molto	rit.

and


 









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  

 



  
    




 

 




 

 



 

















 








   

 


  

  






















sub.	

























kissed the dew

Slowly	and	without	feeling 	=	66

on the young grass.




 









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  


 

  


   

    
   









  

   



  





 


  







 

  
			quasi-recitative,	remorsefully	and	with	bitterness



















-But soon I felt guilt y. What had I done? What had I done?




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



 

     
 

  

 


 




 

 
  

 





 









 
















 



 

   












  





  












			cantabile













( )

























rit.

What had I done?

a	tempo (	=	66)

What is the

















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  

   


    



 



 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 









 

     




   




  












  













( )







dew on young grass?



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

   

 





     


 

 



  

  









 

     




     




   












   







( )













What is the dew…





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



      



     

 


   

 





 





  



      














  












cresc.

 













( )







-Be fore it was day…








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 


  



      




 

 
  


 


 


  


 

 


 




  



      




 




 


       










 

   

























		sempre







( )







-Be fore it was day…


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   

 








   
   

 
 

    


  




  




       




 


    

 

  










 

dim.

  









		gently


















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